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NSN 7540O1-317-T3M 3099-101 QENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

September 23,2002

Melvin and Lerah Parker
P.O. Box 609
Libby, Montana 59923

Subject: Topsoil on Parker Property

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Parker,

This letter is written in response to your questions regarding the 2002 topsoil specification for your
property. In a facsimile we received from you September 19, 2002 (see attached) regarding the
revegetation plan, you stated that Kendall Ward's topsoil is the soil that you would like to use on
your property. The approved topsoil source for Mr. Ward's topsoil contract was from the
Boothman pit located on Highway 37. This material was sampled last year and this year and met
the government's and your specifications for topsoil. To date we have brought in topsoil from the
Boothman pit and fulfilled our contract requirements with Kendall Ward. As a result, the
government needs to procure more topsoil to complete the restoration of your property. In order to
procure this material, a topsoil specification was developed similar to the one used for the
procurement of topsoil in 2000 (contract awarded to Kendall Ward). The basis for the 2002 topsoil
specification was taken from sample results obtained by grain size and agronomy analysis of topsoil
from the Boothman pit. You mention in your fax that the parameters for the topsoil texture would
result in Nixon's soil (currently the Agricultural Fill) being acceptable under these parametfcis.
Although the Agricultural Fill may meet the requirements for soil texture - silt loam, the material
also needs to meet the agronomy parameters in our specification in order to be considered
acceptable topsoil.

The following summarizes the government's full specification for topsoil, developed from results
obtained on a sample taken from the Boothman pit.

Clean topsoil shall conform to Montana Public Works Standard Specifications
Section 02910. Topsoil shall be loose, friable, loamy soil, free of excess acid
and alkali, contain not less than 2% nor more than 20% organic matter as
determined by the loss on ignition of oven dried samples (Reference ASTM D-
2974) method. Topsoil shall also not contain objectionable amounts of sod,
hard lumps, gravel, sub-soil or other' undesirable material that would form a
poor seedbed. Specification for specific parameters are listed below:

Parameter
Organic Matter
Particle Size

Specification
2% to 20%
sand 15-70%; clay 15-35%; silt 50-80%
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Coarse Fragment Content
Textural Class

Electrical Conductivity
(EC)
PH
Parameter cont'd

Nutrients

Sodium Adsorption Ratio
(SAR)
Exchangeable Sodium
Percentage (ESP)

< 35%
loamy soil only (i.e.. loam, sandy loam,
sandy clay loam, or silty loam)
< 4mmhos/cm

6 - 8
Specification cont'd

Nitrogen > 10 mg/kg; phosphorus > 5
mg/kg; potassium > 100 mg/kg
<12

<15

Prior to acceptance, the topsoil will be sampled by the Government to determine
if the topsoil meets specifications. Government sampling of this material may
include the parameters listed above, The clean topsoil will be capable of
producing natural vegetation. Before stripping topsoil, ensure that it has
supported the healthy growth of crops, grass or other desirable vegetation. The
Government reserves the right to reject any topsoil it deems unacceptable for
use at the site.

Topsoil material to be brought in for the remainder of the 2002 construction season will meet the
requirements stated in the specification above. Please let us know if you have any comments on the
topsoil specification. Should you have any questions, please call me at (617) 494-2574.

Sincerely,

John McGuiggin, PE
Project Manager

cc: EPA/Paul Peronard, OSC
CDM/Peter Borowiec
File/Parker Restoration

Attachment: (1) Letter
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